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 ANNUAL    REVIEW      

OUR LADY OF LOURDES 

 
 

  
UMMER

WELCOME TO OUR NEWSLETTER 

Welcome to our review of the work of the 

Governing Body during the last academic year. 

We hope you will find it informative and gain a 

bit of an insight into what we actually do! 

 

As you may know the main role of the 

Governing Body is to maintain the strategic 

direction of the school in partnership with the 

Headteacher and staff of the school. We are 

also keen to extend the input and involvement 

of all members of our school family.  

 

We have therefore been thrilled by the 

creation of our Parent Council who have 

already made a great contribution to our vision 

for the school. Together with the parents and 

children, PTA and School Council, we have been 

working on reviewing and renewing our school 

Mission Statement. This was unveiled on 6th 

July at an Assembly which many of you will 

have attended. 

 

With Mr. Beverton and the staff we drew up a 

timetable which saw us working through the 

spring term, with all stakeholders in our school. 

Our existing Mission Statement was reviewed 

and all groups wanted to retain our motto, 

'LIVE LOVE LEARN'. 

 

Ideas were then sought from all parents, who 

were canvassed at each Parents’ Evening, from 

every class through their School Council 

representatives, from staff and governors; and 

key words and images emerged. 

 

Mission Accomplished: Working together as a school family. 
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At our Mission Statement Workshop held on 9th 

March governors, staff, teachers and children, 

drew upon the vast amount of responses we 

had to collected, to finally produce our 

beautiful Mission Statement. 

 

 
 

I hope you will agree it is a wonderful example 

of what we can all achieve together and I would 

like to thank you, your children, governors and 

staff for our efforts.  I would also like to say a 

special thanks to Mr. Beverton and the staff for 

incorporating all this work within the vibrant 

curriculum of the school. I'm sure it has been a 

learning experience for all of us, not least the 

children. We are grateful to the staff for the 

way they always welcome us into all areas of 

the school and their openness to all questions 

and governor involvement. 
 

With this newsletter, we hope you enjoy 

learning a bit more about us and hearing about 

the year that was!   

 

Finally, we congratulate the school leadership, 

teachers and pupils on the excellent SATs 

results, which you can find in the “Reports” 

section on the school website.  Well done! 
 

Giulia de Rosa, Chair of Governors 

SCHOOL TRIPS 
GOVERNORS JOINED THE PUPILS TO: 

 
 Wilderness Wood 

 Rock-pooling 

 Year 6 Residential 

 

Want to know more? You can always find further 

details on ourladyoflourdesprimaryschool.co.uk 

 

WHO WE ARE 
 

For new members of our community – or 

maybe just those needing a refresher – OLOL 

has a full governing board of 14 members, 

meeting twice a term. There are also six 

committees which meet to carry out specific 

tasks and have an overview of the full area and 

report back to the full governing board.  

This is how it all looks: 

 
 

These committees can also form working 

groups around specific tasks that need to be 

Full Governing 

Board

Quality and 

Standards

Resources

Health and 

Safety

(subcommittee)

Admissions

Pay 

Committee 

Strategic 

Planning

https://ourladyoflourdesprimaryschool.co.uk/
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carried out, such as establishing a new policy or 

working on the school approach to legislation 

such as the EU’s General Data Protection 

Regulation (GDPR). 

 

 
Governor Peter Tierney rock-pooling with Reception on 

Rottingdean Beach 

 

WHAT WE DO 

 

TRAINING  

 

Governors attend training. This is to make sure 

we are up-to-date with statutory requirements 

and continue to provide knowledgeable 

support and challenge to the school’s 
headteacher and senior leadership team.  

 

All new governors attend induction courses, 

both those provided by Brighton and Hove, and 

ones provided by the Diocese, especially for 

foundation governors appointed by the 

diocese.  

Here is a sample of some of the courses we 

attended this year: 

 Safeguarding    

 Analysing School Performance 

 Working with Partners & Stakeholders  

 

GOVERNORS’ FUND 

 

Governor Mel Fane reminds us of the 

importance of the Governors Fund! 

  

Did you know as a Faith School Our Lady of 

Lourdes will only ever be given 90% of funds 

towards any capital works and that we rely 

solely on parental contributions to raise the 

remaining 10%? You may have heard of the 

‘Governors Fund’, that is the name given to the 
parental contributions made to the school to 

cover that 10%. 

  

Over the last 3 years the school has gone 

through a transformation, our new IT Suite fully 

upgraded with touch screen PC’s for each child 
in the class, the enlargement and refurbishment 

of the all KS2 classrooms and our brand new 

colourful and vibrant library – all of which 

couldn’t have been possible without your 
generous donations - thank you. 

  

But we don’t want to stop there, we have many 

projects lined up for the future such as 

upgrading furnishings in the shared infant area, 

replacing the vinyl flooring on the infant 

stairwell, ground and first floor corridors and 

replacing the glazing and window frames in the 

main Junior stairwell.   

 

However, due to the previous work undertaken 

over the last couple of years this has left the 

Governors Fund empty and so we would like to 
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take this opportunity to thank those that 

continue to contribute and to ask those that 

can afford to, but currently aren’t, that they 
consider donating, we suggest a minimum of 

£30 per year per family, which is £2.50 per 

month – remember money given to the 

Governors Fund only ever gets spent in the 

interest and wellbeing of our children. 

 

 

RESOURCES – Governor Peter Tierney: 

 

 

According to the Institute of Fiscal Studies, 

school funding has declined in real terms by 8% 

since 2010 so we are really working hard to 

make sure that we get the most from what we 

get. The school leadership team are to be 

congratulated for their financial management 

of the school budget over the last year, always 

managing to provide maximum benefit for the 

children with the resources provided. 

It may also be interesting to point out that, 

even excluding staffing costs, we spend £1258 

per school day to keep our children safe and 

secure. Our Resources Committee is tasked 

with supporting the School management in 

making the very best of what we get both in 

terms of operating the school but also in 

improving it in every way possible for our 

children. We expect capital project funding to 

be tight for the next year but hope that, with 

your support, we can continue our ambitious 

improvement programme. 

 

HOW WE ARE 
 

OUR SPIRITUAL LIVES 

 

Governor Clive Müdd is our RE Link Governor 

and he observes: 

 

“Our Lady of Lourdes is a Catholic Primary 

School, and therefore paramount in its daily 

life and teaching are the teachings and values 

handed down to us through the Beatitudes 

and scriptures. 

 

 In today’s diverse society, it is important for 

us to observe and live in our everyday life 

those principles within our accepted British 

Values, which are so important to life in 

today’s multi-cultural society.  

 

Honesty, compassion, respect for all regardless 

of religion, cultural background or gender. 

 

At OLOL from Reception to Year 6 our children 

are living by these principles every day.” 

 

 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 

called children of God.” – The Beatitudes, Gospel of St. 

Matthew 5:3-10 

† † † † † † † † † † 
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We are very pleased to welcome our new 

Parish priest, Monsignor Father Benny O’Shea. 

He is also part of the long list of activities that 

make up our spiritual lives: 

 May Mass Celebration at school and 

Convent  

 Yr 3 First Holy Communion 

 Ss Peter and Paul Mass at OLOL church  

 Good Shepherd Service at Worth  

 Year 6 Leavers Mass at OLOL  

 ‘Prayer with Mary’ Rosary Group every 
Friday at the Convent 

 

INVOLVEMENT IN SCHOOL LIFE 

CELEBRATING WITH THE BISHOP 
It was a joy to mark the occasion of the grand 

opening of the library, junior classrooms, 

computer lab and outdoor play area with a visit 

from Bishop Richard in November. He came 

along with Marie Ryan, Director of Catholic 

Education for our diocese. 

 
Bishop Richard Moth   

We were proud not only to welcome such an 

esteemed visitor to our school, but it was again 

an example of working together to make it 

possible, from our own governor photographer 

to altar servers to the parents who provided 

beautiful cakes and the teachers who hosted 

the lovely reception – it was a great effort. And 

of course, that includes all the families and 

children who eagerly anticipated this visit! 

 

CLASSROOM VISITS 
Every year governors make arrangements to 

come into the school on a regular basis to 

witness activities in action. This year was no 

different: 

 Governors still come in for Pupil Progress 

Meetings and Book Scrutinies which is when 

teachers go through the books and find 

evidence of where the children are 

progressing. 

 Eco-Council achieved the silver Eco-Mark 

award for their efforts and determination 

to make environmental initiatives at the 

school a reality. 

 And at Student Council we joined them on 

an inter-council meeting at Rudyard Kipling 

Primary School to share their ideas on 

future collaboration. 

 

There was much evidence that our school 

remains a delightful, nurturing place to be!

 

Have a wonderful summer! 


