
 

PARENT COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

               MONDAY 11TH NOVEMBER 2019  
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome and minutes of the last meeting 
Apologies were received from Nicki Lawes, Marisa Nixon and Sinead Nelson.  
 
Present 
Anita Philbrook (Acting Headteacher), Urszula Funnell (parent rep) Hayley Thistlewaite 
(parent rep), Orla Andrew (parent rep), Helen Snow (parent governor), Jessica Winter 
(parent governor), Candice Hogan and Sophia Fadil reception parents and Emma Briggs 
(co-chair). 
 
Minutes of last meeting    
It was agreed that EB would share the school development fund letter to members to 
review. Outstanding actions – EB to send PING FAQ to office for inclusion in newsletter. 
 
Minutes of the meeting were reviewed and approved 
 
Re-election of roles 
Marisa Nixon stood down as a role of parent rep for year 5 due to other commitments, 
Laura Carpenter and Emma Briggs will remain as co-chairs; this will enable the meetings 
to be held on alternate Mondays and Fridays. Thank you to Hayley Thistlewaite for 
agreeing to take on the role secretary and to Candice Hogan and Sophia Fadil for taking 
up the role of reception parent reps. 
 
Action: EB to share the Terms of Reference which contains more details about the 
roles. 
 
Swimming 
AP fedback that the school has a statutory duty to provide swimming and water safety 
lessons and each pupil is required to be swim competently over a distance of at least 25 
metres. It was noted that the cost to provide swimming has increased since last year. 
The cost includes the hire of the pool, lifeguards, instructors and transport. To keep the 
costs to a minimum the school will be using Brighton and Hove buses to return to school 
after the lesson, rather than a coach (which was used previously) and this reduces the 
cost from £85 to £55. Parents can pay via installments if required and pupil premium is 
available. 
 
HT mentioned a swimming school called Wet Wet Wet who provide instructors and the 
possibility of using the pool in St Dunstan’s. This will be taken forward as an option for 
next year. 
 
 
 



Cost of school trips 
AP tabled a document which shows the approximate cost by year group of school trips 
from reception to year 6. The total cost of school trips over 7 years is approximately 
£854 (£122 per year) per child.  
 
The school will look to work with the parent council and families to ensure a calendar of 
trips is organized in advance and that families can pay by instalments over time for all 
trip voluntary contributions. This can then be set out up parent pay. A list of the current 
costs of school trips is attached. 
 
Action: AP/EB and Ruth Ali (clerk to the governors) to take forward. 
 
Time out Policy 
The behavior policy was discussed and there was discussion that for some children, 
time out could have a negative impact on a child who requires play as an important part 
of their self-regulation. AP reiterated that the use of “time out” is with regards to behavior 
during playtime and not due to a child’s behavior in class. Two main reasons time out 
will be used is for reflection, to enable children to evaluation their behavior choices in the 
playground and/or to remove children from the playground to ensure the safety of others. 
 
It was noted that the behavior policy requires a review and a focus on an Inclusion 
section. 
 
Action: All reps to review behavior policy. Will be discussed again once the new head 
teacher is in post in the New year. 
 
Parent attendance at events  
OA mentioned that for most parents who work part time, Mondays and Fridays are most 
likely to be the days when they are not a work. It was asked if meet the teacher events 
and workshops etc. could take place on Mondays or Fridays wherever possible.  
 
Action: AP to take into consideration when organizing future dates however needs to 
align with staff training requirements.   
 
Any other business 
Notice of school trips  
It was asked that when parents volunteer to go on a school trip could more notice be 
given when they have been chosen, as it can be difficult to get the time off from work at 
short notice.  
Action: AP to speak to teachers and office staff. 
 
Food allergies   
HT mentioned that it would be helpful to have a list of foods that include ingredients, 
which may not be obvious, but could affect a child that as an allergy, for example pesto. 
This would help to ensure that parents are aware when sending children in with a 
packed lunch. 
Action: HT to contact office for a list to share with parents.  
 
School events  
AP informed the meeting that Christmas around the world will be taking place in 
December. The school will also be running forest school lessons in the New Year and 



will ask for a voluntary contribution of cost £2 per child to cover the cost of the forest 
school instructor. 
 
It was discussed and agreed that a cake sale will be held on Thursday 14th November, 
to raise funds for Children in Need. 
 
Date of next meeting:  A Friday to be confirmed.  
 
 
If you would like to get in touch email parentcouncil@lourdes.brighton-
hove@sch.uk or Facebook https://m.facebook.com/groups/1849579305353769  
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