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May 15th 2020 
Re: Our Lady of Lourdes and Arrangements to ‘Reopen’ 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Apologies for writing again so soon.  As you will appreciate, the situation around the reopening of 
schools for more children is continually changing and last night’s guidance from the DfE offers 
further considerations, although there is still the need for clarity of some issues which are promised 
later.   

My strategy throughout has been to communicate with you as often as possible and to try and tell 
you about any plans that we have in dealing with this crisis. 

I need to tell you that I will not be in a position to widen our provision for children in Year R, 1 and 6 
in early June without taking significant risks to the health and welfare of the children and the staff in 
the school.  We will continue to offer childcare to those children of key workers and who are 
vulnerable as we have done since late March. As we haven’t closed at all, my immediate priority is a 
deep cleaning of the school and procurement of materials that will allow us to stay safe when we 
begin to bring back more children.  Rather than rush this, it’s important that we take smaller steps 
and assess any risks before we move forward.  I know that this has implications for you and the 
children and I am aware of our desire to return to normal; but the safety of us all must be my priority. 

We are preparing to open more widely at a later date.  At the moment, I’m not in a position to give 
you a definitive day and I’m aware that other schools are all doing different things and this might be 
confusing and strange.  I will give you good notice about when our provision will widen, when it does, 
rest assured that we will be ready.  I know that many of you will want to be talking to the children that 
are planning to return to school.  Things will certainly be different so below are some details for you 
to share that might help: 

1. Children in different year groups will come in to schools on certain days so that we can keep 
to the guidance about social distancing. 

2. Timings of the start of the day and lunch and breaks are likely to change. 

3. Children won’t be sitting with their friends, and ‘classes’ of children will be split across 
different rooms so they may well be in somewhere different with a different teacher than they 
are used to.  I’ll let you know these details in good time. 

4. Only children in R, 1 and 6 and Key Worker or vulnerable children will be provided for; I’m 
afraid I can’t bring back siblings in other year groups. 

I will be in touch next week with exact details of our new provision and if possible, a date on which it 
can begin. 

Kind regards, 

 
Paul Barber 
Headteacher 
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