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Feeling Autumnal 

 

 

We’re back! Welcome to the first Spark 

newsletter of the academic year. 

Our new reception class have got off 

to a great start and have really been 

enjoying themselves.  

Our School in the Wood area has taken 

shape and we’re ready to start 
incorporating more outdoor learning 

into the curriculum.  

We’ve been showing off our annual art 
exhibition at The Grange in Rottingdean 

so pop down with the children and 

have a look.  

We’ve also been showing around new 
parents whose children are starting 

school next September!  

It’s all go! Read on to find out more…. 

 

Reception Look in the 

The children have settled into 'big school' really 

well. Some have found it more tiring than others 

and have nodded off in story time!  Friendships 

are being developed and their characters are 

shining through.  

 
 

The children have been busy looking at portraits 

and self portraits through a variety of different 

 

 

Mirror 

 

 
 



artists. We played I spy with my artist eye, 

looking at colours, patterns, expressions, lines, 

light and dark. The children then looked at their 

own face in a mirror and drew their own self 

portraits. They then had to experiment and mix 

paint colours to make the required colours and 

shades they wanted. 

 
Our autumn nature table is full of treasures the 

children are bringing in. It has raised many 

discussions about why the conker shell is so 

prickly outside but soft inside. 

Miss Anscombe 
 

 
 

In Reception we are lucky to have Sister Kim 

help us on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

mornings. The children adore her and are 

always pleased to see her. Here she is in 

action doing some Godly play around the 

creation story. 

 

Year 2  Secret Sky Garden…… 

This term Year 2 have started their first English 

unit which is based upon the book, 'The Secret 

Sky Garden'. They have really immersed 

themselves in this book and have even had a 

go at creating their own secret sky garden. They 

have developed in so many ways during this 

topic but particularly in the vocabulary they are 

using and the confidence they have to write 

more complex sentences. 

Miss Hamilton 

 

 

Year 3  Home Sweet Home 

 
 

  
 

Year 3 have had a brilliant first half term back 

at school. In RE we have been looking at the 

topic of homes and family. As part of one of 

our lessons we recreated the image of the 

Carpenter's workshop by Millais. The children 

did an amazing job of getting into character 

as Mary, Joseph and Jesus!  

 



 

As well as this all of year 3 have been taking 

part in a Choir on Tuesday mornings. One 

Tuesday the children learnt the words to 

'Immaculate Mary' and acted out what it 

would've been like to sing this in the candle lit 

procession at Lourdes. Well done year 3! 

Miss Turner 

 

Year 4  All about Science   

 

 

 

Year 5 

Year 5 have had a brilliant start to this 

academic year - they've all been working so 

hard and enjoying the different activities 

we've been doing.  

 

This year, we've started a buddy system with 

year 5 and year 1. This is to support the year 1s 

in their school life here, making sure they feel 

safe and happy - especially since transitioning 

to the 'big' playground! We've had a few 

different sessions with our year 1 buddies, 

where they've enjoyed sharing a book with 

each other.  

 

Year 4 have had a fantastic start to the year. 

They thoroughly enjoyed the KS2 Live 

Science Lesson, testing how much foam 

different acids mixed with bicarbonate of 

soda could make. Also, they have learnt all 

about the history of smuggling in 

Rottingdean, enjoying a Smugglers 

Scavenger Hunt in two groups. There is lots 

more fun to come! 

Miss Spence 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

In PE this term, year 5 are focussing on 

gymnastics and developing lots of skills around 

this. So far, we've looked at developing a 

sequence in pairs, exploring different shapes 

linked together with different forms of 

travelling. Some children have moved on to 

using more complex skills and I know they're all 

keen to use the apparatus next term.  

Miss Golawska 

  

Year 5 

 

We're so lucky to have Miss Robson from 

the diocesan music service work with our 

year 5 class every Tuesday morning. The 

children are learning a number of religious 

songs, whilst also learning to read music 

and understanding some of the history 

behind the songs. It's such a lovely start to 

our day and I know the children thoroughly 

enjoy these lessons.  

 
 

 
 

This half term, pupils embarked on a hands-

on exploration of the solar system, scaling 

down the distances between planets to fit on 

the school playground. Using different-sized 

balls to represent each planet, they 

measured and walked out scaled distances 

from a starting point, placing the ‘planets’ at 
each stop. Back in the classroom, they 

applied their maths skills to convert these 

measurements into centimetres, creating 

their own scaled diagrams. This activity 

combined teamwork, cross-curricular 

learning and astronomy! 

Mrs Lawrence  

Year 6   FROZEN 
Year 6 have set sail to the frozen south this half-

term, following in the footsteps of Ernest 

Shackleton and his Endurance mission, as well 

as Sir Robert Falcon Scott's ill-fated trip to the 

South Pole. They have written persuasive letters 

to Shackleton in English, researched his crew, 

and are now writing diaries in role as Scott, 

based on his final diaries on the Terra Nova 

expedition.  As well as learning about 

Antarctica through our Geography lessons, we 

have also started to explore watercolours, 

looking at the work of Endurance's artist, 

George Marston, as well as the contemporary 

artist, Frances Hatch. 

Mrs Nicholson 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Amazing artists at OLOL      
We are delighted to take part once again (our 

3rd  time) in the Schools Art Exhibition at The 

Grange Gallery in Rottingdean. Every pupil at 

Our Lady of Lourdes will display a piece of 

artwork in the gallery. The theme for this 

exhibition is the Ups and Downs of the Deans. 

The schools' exhibition will be open to the public 

on Wednesday 16th October until Sunday 27th 

October. The gallery is open from 10 – 4p.m 

Wednesday to Saturday and on Sunday 1pm to 

4 p.m 

Do take your child/ren along to see their work 

displayed in the gallery but also invite your 

friends and family to go along too. All the 

children’s work really is a sight to behold. Don’t 
forget to write a comment in the visitor’s book 
too. 

Miss Anscombe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School in the wood! 
This half term at Our Lady of Lourdes children 

have been enjoying some outdoor learning! 

From researching Stone Age tools, geography 

field work, mapping out stories and even 

creating outdoor number lines, the children 

have gained so much from learning outdoors 

across the curriculum. We would all like to say a 

HUGE thank you to all of our volunteers and Mr 

Hill for their help in clearing more space in our 

outdoor classroom area. Recent additions 

include a bench made out of an old windsurf 

board 

We are looking forward to using our outdoor 

space more as the year progresses. Watch this 

space! 

 

 

 

  
 



BBC Interview  
Mrs Kirkwood was interviewed by the BBC about 

racial minorities in schools, including the staff 

and her experiences on this topic. 

 

 

 

 
She did a great job flying the flag for Our 

Lady Of Lourdes and how we don’t accept 

any form of racism within the school.  

World Record Holders?! 
On Thursday, which was National Poetry Day, KS2 participated in a Guinness World Record 

attempt. Poet Laura Mucha hosted a live, interactive poetry lesson with over 200,000 children 

around the country. Our pupils took part in the session, voting on different choices for the final 

poem, which is going to be published on billboards and in newspapers around the country. 

Guinness are currently verifying the attempt, so we await with bated breath to see if our pupils 

have successfully participated in an OFFICIAL World Record-watch this space! 

 

The Gambia  
Two of our parents, Jo and Aoife, are travelling 

to The Gambia on 29th November with the Gam 

Med charity. In The Gambia, many patients with 

injuries rely on traditional medicine and healers. 

Fractures are often bound with sticks, leading to 

mal-unions and resulting in permanent 

deformities. Our parents, along with a team of 

healthcare professionals, will be providing 

surgery, physiotherapy and teaching, raising the 

standards of the hospital treatment in The 

Gambia.  

We held a PJ day at school and have already 

raised a huge amount of money to put towards 

packs which will be given to the children after 

their surgery.  

 

World Mental Health Day  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Your support for wear yellow for World 

Mental Health Day/NSPCC has been truly 

appreciated. We raised £215.20 to be split 

between the NSPCC and Yound Minds.  

Mrs Philbrook 

 
 



 

 

 

If you have any comments about the newsletter  

or any ideas for the next one, please email us at  

michellericetti@lourdes.brighton-hove.sch.uk 
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