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We’ve got that festive feeling  

 

 

To say we’ve been busy with festive 
celebrations is a slight understatement! 

There have been 2 choir performances at  

the local nursing homes, a choir 

performance at the (sold out) One 

Voice concert at the Brighton Centre,  

2 nativity plays, 2 Christmas discos (with 

snow!), numerous masses at OLOL 

church, 1 Christmas Fayre, 1 big, 

delicious Christmas dinner and an 

abundance of glitter in Reception and 

Year 1! Phew!  

Read on and enjoy what your children 

have been getting up to.  

I wish you all a very restful and happy 

Christmas break and we’ll see you in 

2025. 

 

Reception     

Since we came back from half term we have 

not stopped! School life is so busy.  

 

We started off celebrating Diwali. It is best 

known as the festival of lights and is the start of 

new beginnings for millions of people of the 

Hindu, Sikh and Jain faiths. Keshvi and Kalgi and 

their mummy helped us to gain an 

understanding of how people celebrate Diwali. 

We saw the Mendhi patterns on the girls 

hands,  dressed up in special clothes, ate the 

most tasty bhajis, listened to the story of Rama 

and Sita, made our own diva lamps and rangoli 

patterns. Thank you, Mrs Pankhania, for helping 

us to celebrate. 

 

During anti bullying week we were learning to 

choose respect. We spoke about how respect is  

 

 

 
 



 

 
There was high excitement when the snow 

came, so we stopped our lesson and all went 

out to experience the weather! Much fun was 

had throwing snowballs at me! 

 

Father Stephen popped in for a chat with 

Reception recently and he told us about a 

mouse called Maximus that lives at the church. 

One day he heard the Lord's Prayer being said 

and thought God's name was Harold... Harold 

(hallowed) be thy name!  

 

We have been to Mass with our year 6 buddies 

again. Thank you to all the wonderful adults 

who helped walk us to and from Church. As 

always, the children were so well behaved.  

Miss Anscombe 

 

 

 

being kind to everyone. The children 

designed their own posters to highlight this 

important message. Thank you to all the 

families for their generosity with odd socks 

day and red day contributions. The monies 

raised will certainly help those in need. 

 

Reception class now has music lessons with 

Mrs VT every Monday. She has been helping 

us to learn the songs for our Twinkly Nativity. 

This week, the children have been allocated 

their parts and costumes and we have been 

busy rehearsing the Nativity on stage. We 

have been working on practising our loud 

actor voices so our lines can be heard all the 

way to the back of the hall! All I can say is 

you are in for a treat! 

 
 

Year 1  

 
 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Year 1 have been enjoying helping Miss 

Cordell to plan Liturgies for Year 1 to use in 

the classroom. They chose the different 

activities for the different sections of the 

Liturgy such as Gather, Respond and Go 

Forth and they designed and set up the 

prayer table, and even made their own 

poppies for the prayer table. Here are some 

photos of Naomi, Albie, Skyla and Noah with 

their prayer table for our Remembrance 

Liturgy. At the end of the Liturgy, we passed 

the Sign of Peace around the circle. I am 

looking forward to seeing what the children 

come up with for our next classroom Liturgy! 

Miss Cordell 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3    
This term year 3 have been thinking about all 

things Stone Age! They have amazed me with 

their enthusiasm and passion for our history 

topic, with some children even bringing in their 

own flint to show. Before the end of term we will 

be making our Stone Age tools in our DT lessons 

outside in our School in the Wood, and to 

prepare for this year 3 have been excellent 

researchers and designers of their final product. 

 

 
 

Year 2   
In Year 2 we have begun our year long 

journey of creating our own in class 

assemblies - these will be call 'Child led 

Celebrations of the Word'. The children had 

such fun creating their own structure for the 

assembly, their own activities and even their 

own prayer table. It also created a great 

opportunity for some peer feedback which 

was all VERY positive. These assemblies will 

also afford the children the opportunity to 

explore different scripture.  

Miss Hamilton 

 

 
 

 

 
 

As well as this, during anti-bullying week year 

3 took part in different activities, celebrating 

that we are all unique in our own way and 

that this should be celebrated! Together the 

children collaborated to make a whole class 

anti-bullying poster to have on display in the 

classroom, to remind ourselves and to show 

everyone coming into our classroom that it is 

a safe and respectful place for everyone. 

Well done year 3! 

Miss Turner 

 



Year 5  DIGITAL 
 

Year 5 have been having a great time 

exploring digital art this half term! In 

Computing, they’ve been learning all about 

vector drawing, using different tools to create 

pictures with shapes and lines. They’ve been 

layering their shapes and grouping them  

together to make more detailed designs. 

Everyone’s really enjoyed experimenting with 

duplicating parts of their drawings to make 

them even more creative – it’s been amazing 

to see what they’ve come up with! Who 

knows, perhaps we’ve got some future 

graphic designers in our midst? 

Mrs Lawrence 

Snow fun!  

The class made the most of an unexpected 

snowfall, enjoying time outside building 

snowmen and exploring the frosty 

playground. A special day for everyone. 

Here is a wonderful class picture, captured 

by Ms Broadly!  

 

 

Year 5 & 6  
A small group of year 5s and 6s have entered a 

BBC competition to design a fitness gadget. The 

purpose of the gadget is to help the gladiators 

(from the BBC TV show) be their best. The team 

designed a gadget that includes a microbit to 

help the gladiators train their strength and grip. 

They wrote about their gadget and drew 

several diagrams to show how it would work. If 

we win we'll get a visit from a real life gladiator! 

Mr Hill 

 

 
 

Sampling Planting 

 

 

The woodlands trust supplied the school with 

a free hedge row pack of 25 saplings which 

the school councillors and eco councillors 

helped Mr Hill to plant on the adventure trail. 

First we looked at the information sheet and 

worked out what we needed to do to give 

the saplings the best chance then we 

cleared away weed and rocks before 

marking out digging suitable holes and 

putting the saplings in. 

Mr Hill 

 



 

 

 

Nativity  

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 gave us 2 

incredible performances of the nativity play. 

They learnt their lines and songs, put on their 

costumes and really shined like the stars that 

they are.  

Well done everyone!!!  

Miss Ricetti  

Remembrance Day 
We attended the remembrance day service on 

the 11th November. Our children represented 

the school amazingly well. Some of our children 

walked in the procession and Harlan (Year 4) 

read a poem.  

 

 

Harvest Donations 
We’ve had a lovely message from the Clock 
Tower Sanctuary: 

I wanted to send a HUGE thank you for the 

generous donations that we received from your 

Harvest collection. We can’t thank you enough 
for continuing to support our work with young 

people in Brighton & Hove. Already this year, 

we've had 119 young people through our doors, 

66 of them new. Rough sleeping amongst in our 

new client group is sadly up and 14% of our 

clients are in this situation at the moment.  We 

are here to provide a hot shower, nutritious 

meal, a listening and to be in their corner at the 

worst of times. 

This year we’ve had over 2,771ndividual visits to 

our day centre and made over 3600 meals.  Our 

dedicated team of staff and volunteers work 

tirelessly to help our clients build a better future 

and achieve their potential. 

 

 

 
 

 
There are no simple fixes. But we are often 

the first step away from crisis and we are 

here without judgement when our young 

people need help. Our hope is that if young 

people do experience homelessness, it is 

brief and non-recurring. 

  

So, from all of us at CTS – thank you! 



Get on your wheels 
Whether you’re a complete beginner looking to start cycling or a regular cyclist who want to 
brush up on their skills, our instructors will tailor a cycle training session to suit you. 

We offer one to one or small group training courses 

For details of adult courses please visit 

www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/city-cycliing-skills-and-training 

For further information please email east.central@brighton-hove.gov.uk 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

If you have any comments about the newsletter or any ideas for 

the next one, please email us at  

michellericetti@lourdes.brighton-hove.sch.uk 

 

 

mailto:michellericetti@lourdes.brighton-hove.sch.uk


 

Autumn Term sports update  

We’ve had a very busy sporting start to this academic year. We kicked off back in October 
with our first set of ACE Sports partnership events; a ‘V Strike’ festival. Many of our children 

signed up to take part in this event and it was a fantastic opportunity for our children to 

have lots of fun and get to know children from the other schools a little bit better. I know 

many of the children thoroughly enjoyed the games and liked that there was such a variety 

on offer. 

Athletics 

After the half term, we entered into our first 

round of competition events, in the shape of 

an indoor athletics competition. First up were 

our year 6 team, who were awarded second 

place! A special mention to our year 5 boys 

that stepped in and represented the year 

above them – we literally could not have 

done it without you, so thank you boys!  

 
Following year 5 were our year 4 team, who 

also came 2nd! They were FAB and were 

delighted to walk away with a medal.  

 

 
 

Next, was the turn of our year 5 team, 

who were awarded 1st place! There was 

lots of cheering and celebrating (thank you 

to Miss Anscombe for encouraging this!) 

Every single child worked so hard and all of 

them contributed to this wonderful 

achievement – well done all! 

 
 

Finally, our wonderful year 3 team, who 

were awarded 1st place!!!  

 

 

 



 

Cross Country  

On the 13th November, we took part in the 

annual cross-country event. Personally, I think 

it’s the toughest event, so a massive well done 
to all the children who signed up and were 

willing to give this one a go! The weather was 

mostly on our side this year, thankfully and we 

had many (albeit tired) smiles at the end. A 

few special mentions for those who finished 

within the top 100: 

Noah – 56th 

Leah – 15th (who has also been invited to 

attend the finals in March) 

Evie – 95th 

Jacob – 45th 

Aysha – 36th 

Tilda – 62nd 

Nelle – 68th 

 

 

 
 

 

We’ve got plenty more events planned for 
spring term – please keep an eye on ping for 

more information. 

Miss G  

 

 

 

 
This term, we also entered into the B & H 

Schools football tournaments. We started 

with our boys team, who faced some 

incredibly tough opposition! The boys drew 

3 matches and lost 3 matches and 

unfortunately, didn’t progress any further. 
Thank you, Mrs Philbrook, for supporting, in 

the cold too – the boys had a lovely time 

and what better way to spend a Friday 

afternoon?! Next, the girls’ tournament took 
place. They played 3 matches in total, 

drew one and lost 2. Like the boys, the girls 

didn’t progress through but I was so 
impressed with their team work, effort and 

talent – well done girls! 

 

 


