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Welcome to the 3rd Spark newsletter. 

January has finally come to an end, 

we’re waiting for the rain to subside and 

sunnier days to return. 

With the arrival of spring, OLOL comes to 

life once again. Longer days and 

warmer temperatures invite more 

outdoor learning in our School in the 

Wood area. Our school pond has been 

cleared, meaning this area will also be 

used for investigation and discovery.   

Since coming back in 2026 we’ve been 
busy here at OLOL.  

From an unknown person sleeping in 

the Reception classroom, to a Year 6 

visit to a World War 2 bunker.  

Read on to see just a snippet of what 

your children have been doing.  

 

Reception  

Who’s been sleeping in 
my bed? 
Goodness, we have been busy in Reception. 

The children came back from Christmas 

holidays, renewed and refreshed and ready to 

learn and they have been working so hard. 

 

 

 

 
 



 

We have had a visitor sleeping in the classroom! 

We found some clues and we think it might be 

one of the 3 bears or Goldilocks! The children 

then had an idea to design a trap to catch the 

visitor, there were some very creative traps! We 

have heard many different variations of the 

traditional story and even learnt a 3 Bears Rap! 

 

 

 

 
 

In maths, we have been investigating different 

ways to make 6,7 and 8. We used Numicon to 

help us explore. 

 

In science, we are learning about animals. We 

made bird feeders for the hungry birds in 

winter. 

Miss Anscombe 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1  

The Queen’s Hat   

 
Year 1 loved our recent DT project.  We made 

bunting flags using the book ‘The Queens Hat’ 
for inspiration.  The children designed their flags, 

cut out the shapes needed and sewed their 

bunting flags with a needle and thread! Well 

done Year 1! 

Miss Cordell 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2  the secret of rain 
Year 2 have been immersing themselves into 

their art topic this term, which focuses on the 

artist Martin Bulinya. We have explored his 

artwork and the wonderful connection it makes 

to our key text, Lila and the Secret of Rain.  

The children had a go at printmaking based 

upon the patterns Martin explores in his work 

that depicts the Massai people. They were 

amazing at really examining the different 

patterns and mirroring this when designing their 

own patterns to print. They are building towards 

creating their own pieces combining all the key 

skills that Martin displays which I know are going 

to FAB!  

Miss Hamilton 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 Skeletons & Muscles 
Year 3 have been investigating the three 

different types of skeletons in the animal world, 

before focusing on our human bodies! We have 

been identifying the important bones in our 

skeleton and discussing their function. We have 

also identified the function of muscles in our 

body and how they work together with our 

bones to create movement. We have put all of 

this knowledge into practice during our PE 

lessons! 

Mr Brown 

 

 

 



Year 4 Healing 

This half term in year 4 we have been learning 

all about the coming of Jesus, the Messiah, and 

different accounts of his healings. In our RE 

lessons we have explored the different 

reactions people may have had to Jesus, 

taking into account the historical context of the 

bible stories that we are reading, and we 

explored Jesus’ question to Peter, ‘Who do you 
say I am?’. We had lots of fun in our lessons 

acting out different works of art and thinking 

about what the characters may have been 

thinking and feeling at the time of watching 

Jesus heal people. Well done year 4 for your 

thoughtful wondering questions and deep 

understanding during this topic! 

Miss Turner 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Year 5 Russia  
Year 5 have been learning all about Russia 

through our book, The Wolf Wilder. In our 

Geography lessons we have learned all about 

the different climate zones in Russia, their 

neighbouring countries and their key 

geographical features. We were also lucky to 

have our resident Russian, Mrs Macateer, come 

into class answer all of our questions about 

Russia for us. She even brought in amazing 

Russian objects, let us taste Russian treats and 

we got to try on a sable jacket too! 

Mrs Nicholson 

 

 

 



Year 6  WW2   

Year 6 have been fully immersed in their World 

War 2 class text, 'Letter from the Lighthouse.' As 

part of their learning, we visited a WW2 bunker 

at Downs Junior School, where the children 

experienced what it might have been like for 

school children to take shelter during an air raid 

in Brighton. 

 

 

 

 

 

They were also fortunate enough to meet 

locals who lived in Brighton during the war; 

their powerful stories were both moving and 

incredibly informative, bringing this important 

period of history to life. Back in class, we have 

been creating model Anderson Shelters, 

exploring how they were constructed, 

camouflaged and maintained, which has 

further deepened the children's understanding 

of the Home Front.   

Mrs Wilks 

 



Pond life 

Thanks to the continuing efforts of parents 

improving and maintaining the adventure trail 

(look out for info on a big spring tidy up). We've 

now started to revive the school pond with 

hopes that some frogs might move in among 

other wildlife and plants. The aim is to improve 

our ability to access it safely as part of our 

learning, possibly by creating a platform over 

part of the pond. 

Mr Hill 

2026 – The year of reading 
Department for Education initiative.  

In 2026, a national spotlight is being put on 

reading and on the simplest way to help 

children enjoy it: connecting it to what they 

already love. From dinosaurs to dancing, from 

comics to cooking, passions make stories feel 

natural and fun. 

Click below for the Authorfy newsletter: 

 

BOOKDROP-age-5-11-JanFeb-2026-High-

Res.pdf 

 

 

 

 

For families, the National Year of Reading also 

means more support, more ideas and more 

opportunities to weave reading into busy 

routines, whatever age your child is. 

Parents can find out more 

here: https://goallin.org.uk/get-

involved/families/  

Mrs Nicholson 

 

Egyptian day in year 4 
Year 4 have been diving into the fascinating world of Ancient Egypt this term, exploring the 

powerful pharaohs and the many intriguing gods and goddesses that shaped Egyptian beliefs. 

The children have loved learning about Ra, Anubis, Isis and Osiris, discovering how these deities 

influenced daily life along the River Nile. As part of their studies, the classroom was transformed 

into a scene from ancient times, with pupils proudly dressing up as Egyptian queens and kings. 

From magnificent crowns to detailed collars and royal robes, the costumes brought history to life 

and helped the children truly immerse themselves in this exciting topic. 

 

https://bhccschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/charlottenicholson_lourdes_brighton-hove_sch_uk/IQCUBltf9OxmTKlGRaaG0embAX2xICqWpE3SzKOltHPDcTI
https://bhccschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/charlottenicholson_lourdes_brighton-hove_sch_uk/IQCUBltf9OxmTKlGRaaG0embAX2xICqWpE3SzKOltHPDcTI
https://goallin.org.uk/get-involved/families/
https://goallin.org.uk/get-involved/families/
https://bhccschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/charlottenicholson_lourdes_brighton-hove_sch_uk/IQCUBltf9OxmTKlGRaaG0embAX2xICqWpE3SzKOltHPDcTI


 

 

 

 

                  

 

 

If you have any comments about the newsletter or any ideas for 

the next one, please email us at  

michellericetti@lourdes.brighton-hove.sch.uk 

 

 

mailto:michellericetti@lourdes.brighton-hove.sch.uk


Please use the following link to access this newsletter: Language and Literacy | BEEM  

 

 

https://www.beem.org.uk/Page/32602


 



 

 

 
 

 


